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Dear Parents of Incoming First Graders, 

Welcome to First Grade!  Your child worked very hard in Kindergarten 

and sometimes in the summer, he/she can forget what they have 

learned.  Please take the time to read the following ideas for 

preventing what is called “summer slide”.  

 Make learning fun!  You definitely don’t want summer practice to 

become a battle between you and your child.  Keep things fun and 

light by using games, technology, and educational day trips to 

engage your child. 

 

 Use what’s free and close by.  The library is your best friend!  

Visit it every week or every two weeks so your child can check out 

new reading material and use the computers.  All of the local 

libraries have summer reading programs with incentives! 

 

 Motivate your child with technology!  One site that I would 

recommend for both fun math and reading games is ABCYA.com. 

 

 Use apps!  Turn playtime into learning by downloading educational 

apps on your smart phones or tablet.  



 

  Read, read, and read some more! Kids can actually gain (rather 

than lose) reading proficiency when they have practice during the 

summer. When choosing books that are just right for your soon-

to-be first grader, have your child read aloud the first 2 pages to 

you. If each page has just a few sentences on it, your child should 

be able to read all but about 2 of the words. If there are more 

than 3 tricky words on these two pages, this is a good indication 

that the book is too hard for your child and will frustrate 

him/her. You'll want to choose a variety of books – some for you 

to read aloud and some that he/she can read independently. 

 

  Integrate learning into everyday activities. For example, your 

child can easily practice writing by helping you make a grocery 

list. You can dictate what you want on the list, and your child can 

write down the words. Don't focus too much on correct spelling.  

What is most important is having your child practice listening for 

the sounds in words and then writing them down. Other fun 

summer writing ideas: have your child keep a daily or weekly 

journal, write a postcard to a friend or relative, or write about a 

vacation trip. 

 

 Choose board games that can help your child practice math. Some 

classics that will help your child practice counting and identifying 

numbers include: Chutes and Ladders, Candy Land, Sorry!, Hi-Ho 

Cherry-O, and Monopoly Junior. 

 



 After taking a vacation or special trip, print out photos (1 per 

page). Have your child write captions for the photos and staple 

them together to create a memory book.  

I have attached a summer packet.  It would be beneficial for your child 

to work on this packet during the summer.   

Have a wonderful, safe summer! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Thompson 

dthompson@sjsdanbury.org 
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